What to do?  What to do?
Seems we have all had some sort of experience with critters getting under the hood of the car.    Cats love to crawl inside to keep warm, but it doesn’t have to be cold weather for a guest to set up lodging in your car.  Rats love to come in for a tasty treat chewing on wires, or even to keep out of the direct sunlight on a hot day.  Folks have even discovered rabbits, squirrels, and mice who seek shelter from predators.  Whatever the reason, we certainly don’t want to send our kitties to the Forever Furry Land in such a terrible way, give them severe injury, or create damage to our cars costing $$$$ in repairs.

Outside of poisons or traps, what’s a person to do to detour animals from the blinking “Vacancy” sign beckoning wild life to your car and home?  To dislodge a cat under the hood, try knocking on the hood before you slip behind the wheel, and then give the horn a little honk before cranking the engine.  These warnings should rouse a sleeping feline and give them time to get out of harm’s way.   

Send rodents packing by sprinkling a little cayenne pepper on the wires and under the hood.     Rodents, including squirrels,  don’t like unusual smells.  Soak cotton balls in true peppermint oil (not extract) and place around under the hood but remove the cotton before cranking the engine.   Place the cotton balls in your home where you have seen or suspect them.  Plug any holes and entrances you find with steel wool.  You can also place the soaked peppermint balls in sheer pantyhose and hang around the areas that you suspect squirrels, mice or rats.  

An old farmer’s remedy calls for placing moth balls in a sock and laying under the hood of the car to discourage rats.  Keep in mind that moth balls contain chemical pesticides which can be absorbed through the skin.  It is not advised to place moth balls in the house, particularly in high concentrations, here again, keeping in mind that vapors can be toxic.  Wash hands thoroughly after handling moth balls, and keep out of the reach of children and pets.

There are many natural, organic ways to keep animals out of your garden and yard.  Squirrels and other rodents that manage to make their home in your attic can be quite frustrating.  Check your local listings for wildlife rescue operations who can be hired to humanely trap and relocate your little pests.  Sometimes the costs to totally extract a nest of invaders can add up, leaving home owners ready to rage war.  Some commercial sprays and granule repellents are available which generally contain urine of the pest’s natural predator.  The source of predator urine is somewhat controversial since it is mostly obtained through trappers and hunters.  An owner who has tried every other solution and is at the end of their bank roll might consider these products in exchange for ridding their home from risk of fire created by squirrels chewing on electrical wires, unsanitary droppings, fleas, mites, and other damage from long-term infestation.

The goal is  humane alternatives to discourage wildlife and our furry friends from harm to themselves, and to our homes, family and belongings.   Only you can decide what remedies work best for you.  Perhaps you have a suggestion too?  We’d love to hear from you!  

